
Facilitate peer to peer
and reflexive learning
opportunities for
participating
cities.

Support participating
cities in integrating
justice and equity
into spatial planning
processes.

Leverage the power of
co-creation to test, assess,
and ultimately improve
the UNP framework,
supporting partner cities
in achieving ambitious
EU environmental
targets.

Foster public private
partnerships, inspire
collaborative business
models, and encourage
innovative financing
within the field of
nature-based
solutions.

Create and test planning
and evaluation
tools that link social,
environmental, and
more-than-human
justice and
resilience
perspectives.

As one of the UNP+ Lighthouse Cities, Paris plays a leading role in integrating nature across every layer of urban policy and

planning. Through its Biodiversity Plan and Bioclimatic Urban Master Plan, Paris demonstrates that ecological restoration

in cities is not only about green spaces but also about fairness, cooperation and innovation. The city’s experience shows how

breaking down silos and embedding biodiversity in all strategies can drive lasting systemic change.

🌱   Embedding biodiversity within all municipal strategies maximises impact and resilience.

🏛️   Continuous political support and clear responsibility lines are vital for coordination.

🌳   Social justice and equal access to green spaces must be central to nature planning.

🛠️   Empowering citizens through visible participation builds ownership and long-term care.
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UNPplus is funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or
the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European
Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

UNP+ Case Study:
Paris
How Paris connects biodiversity, social justice
and urban design through joined-up governance

Challenges

Fragmented responsibilities: Not every municipal plan in

Paris has a designated department or an allocated budget. This

makes it unclear who leads on biodiversity actions and reduces

accountability.

Competing policy agendas: Different departments often

pursue divergent goals – for example, transport priorities may

conflict with greening ambitions. Limited urban space and

funding create trade-offs between departments.

Complex policy landscape: Paris has a large number of

plans and interaction points between them. Mapping how

policies overlap or contradict one another is a demanding task

currently under way.

Unequal participation:

 Vulnerable groups are under-represented in online

consultations such as Décider Paris, meaning that

engagement does not always reach the city’s most marginalised

residents.

Key Learnings

Enabling Factors
Paris established a Comité Biodiversité bringing together elected officials,

city departments and NGOs working on various topics. This “silo-busting”

approach fosters shared ownership and learning.

Paris uses a wide variety of methods - from online consultations and

guided biodiversity walks to creative citizen projects. It tailors its

engagement tools to fit each situation, acknowledging that no single

co-creation method works for all communities or projects.

High-level commitment from the Mayor and senior officials provides

the authority needed to coordinate across departments.

The city’s main environmental strategies - like the Bioclimatic

Urban Master Plan and Biodiversity Plan 2025–2030 - explicitly

name the stakeholders responsible for implementation.

Good Practices
Integrated urban planning: Paris aligns its Biodiversity Plan 2025–

2030 with the binding Bioclimatic Urban Master Plan to reinforce

environmental and social goals.

Equitable access to nature: The new Biodiversity Strategy focuses on

environmental justice, prioritising underserved neighbourhoods to

guarantee that every Parisian benefits from urban nature.

Citizen empowerment: Programs like Permit to Plant give

residents hands-on roles in boosting biodiversity.

Interdepartmental cooperation in practice: Major greening

projects, like theCatalonia Square Urban Forest, are co-delivered by

multiple departments - proving that collaboration can overcome differing

agendas and deliver shared success.
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Through

multiple city

strategies

(Bioclimatic

Urban Master

Plan, Biodiversity

Strategy)

Creation of

the Comité

Biodiversité

uniting departments,

NGOs and citizen

representatives.

Use of diverse

engagement tools such

as online consultations

and biodiversity walks

  to involve residents.

Bioclimatic Urban

Master Plan sets the long-

term direction for resilience,

biodiversity and access to

nature.

Departments

 work together

 to align biodiversity

 data for major greening  

  projects, including large-

    scale tree planting.

   Strategies like

 the Biodiversity

Plan 2025–2030

include clearly 

 defined goals

       and measurable 

     commitments.

    Strategies explicitly

assign responsibility 

    for each action line

    to the relevant

 departments.

              Tools such as

   Permit to Plant,   

          guided nature walks   

     and online engagement  

    platforms support public  

       awareness.

                Cross-

    departmental

  cooperation ensures

  consistent monitoring for

   large initiatives like planting 

                     170,000 trees.

          Biodiversity Plan

   2025–2030 & Bioclimatic  

          Urban Master Plan

               are formally adopted     

                  and implemented 

                      across 

                         departments.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://decider.paris.fr/decider/jsp/site/Portal.jsp%3F%3Futm_source%3Dnewsletter%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Ds30&ved=2ahUKEwiV-43i7ueQAxUC4AIHHcAKAQsQFnoECA0QAQ&usg=AOvVaw065xpnZ7LWBECt9LfMZ5rk
https://www.apur.org/en/urban-planning/planning/diagnosis-bioclimatic-local-urbanism-plan-paris
https://www.apur.org/en/urban-planning/planning/diagnosis-bioclimatic-local-urbanism-plan-paris
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/National-Biodiversity-Strategy-2030.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/National-Biodiversity-Strategy-2030.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/National-Biodiversity-Strategy-2030.pdf
https://www.apur.org/en/urban-planning/planning/diagnosis-bioclimatic-local-urbanism-plan-paris
https://thegic.com/2022/10/the-greening-permit-in-paris/
https://www.whitemad.pl/en/urban-forest-instead-of-concrete-this-is-how-pariss-place-catalunya-came-to-life/

